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IN  RWIY  REFER  TO 


AGAH.P  (M)  (19  Dec  1968)  FOr7oT-UT~68321Q) 


31  December  1968 


SUBJECT:  ■  Opawaaisw  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  52d  Combat 

I  Aviation  Battalion^ 3  ii"ii»ul"^""19'60  {W)  . .  ^ 

l — . - - - y 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION  _ <S_  . _ . . 


i ’\j.  f  cLf  £+■  O' 


with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15.  Evaluations  and  corrective  actions  should 
be  reported  to  ACSFOR  0T  UT,  Operational  °^pjr‘t'e  toaack,  «AAh4m-t>6  dfl"r 
of  receipt  of  covering  Utter.  ^  £  g,  J 

2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  Ts  provided  "to  ii^iire  that  the 
Army  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  Uarntd  thirty  recent  opera- 

tlon"  /g)  3  fp -  f 

3.  To  insure  that  the  information  provrtflfathrouglf  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 

•reports  is  compiled  and  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
Attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  and  returning  the  selfraddressed  form  provided 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY; 


1  Incl  KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM  L. 

as  Major  General,  USA  ’inTS  C"* 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMS 
HEADQUARTERS,  52D  0 011  AT  AVIATION  BATTALION 
APO  Sau  Francisco  96318 
"FLIIN3  DRAGONS" 

AVGDuCG  10  August  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  5 2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  R(‘-i:*Ccrcei=65  (»-l)  (U) 


See  Distribution 


1.  (0)  Commands  This  report  covers  the  period  1  )4ay  1968  through  31 
July  1968,  and  is  sul ratted  in  compliance  with  USAPAO  REG  525-15#  dated 
22  March  1968  and  \U MARY  F.GG  525-25,  dated  13  April  1968/ 


a*  Mission:  The  mission  of  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  is  to 
command  all  assigned  and  attached  units  and  provide  aviation  support  as 
directed  by  the  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group  to  US,  Republic  of  Vietnam, 
and  other  Free  World  Military  Assistance  Forces,  Priorities  are  to- the 
4th  Infantry  Division, '  24th  Special  Tactical  Zone  (STZ-ARVN) ,  5th  Special 
Fo  roes  Group  (Airborne)  and  other  units  under  Operation  Control,  Head¬ 
quarters,  First  Field  Force  Vietnam,  located  in  the  Second  Corps  Tactical 
Zone,  In  addition,  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  commands  or  controls 
all  activities  and  functions  of  Camp  Holloway  and  Holloway  Army  Airfield. 


b.  Organizational  Structure:  The  Headquarters,  52d  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  is  located  at  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku  RVN  and  is  commanded  by 
LTC  William  C,  Chamberlain,  Elements  subordinate  to  the  52d  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion  are:  (See  inclosure  1  for  detailed  organizational 
listing  of  organic  and  assigned  units,  attached  units,. and  units  under 
the  operational  control  of  this  battalion). 


(1)  Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Detachment  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku  RVN, 

(2)  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  Kontum  RVN.  Equipped  with  UH-1H 
and  UH-IC(A)  helicopters. 

(3)  119th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku  RVN. 

Equipped  with  UH-1H  and  UH-1C(A)  helicopters, 

(4)  170th  Assault  Helicopter  Company,  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku  RVN. 

Equipped  with  UH-1H  and  UH-1C  (L)  helicoptors, 
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(5)  189th  assault  Holicoptor  Company,  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku  RVN, 
Equipped  with  UH-lH'and  UH-1C(A)  helicopters, 

(6)  361st  aviation  Company  (ESCORT),  Camp  Ho.lloway,  Pleiku  RVN, 
Equipped  with  UH-IC(A)  and  AH-1G  helicopters, 

(7)  179th  Assault  Support  Helicopter  Company,  Camp  Holloway,  Pleiku 
RVN,  Equipped  with  CH-47A  helicopters, 

(8)  355th  Aviation  Company  (Heavy  Helicopter)  (-)  located  at  Camp 
Holloway,  Pleiku  RVN  and  2nd  Platoon  at  Phu  Hiep  RVN,  Equipped  with 
CH-54  helicopters, 

(9)  During  this  reporting  period  there  were  two  significant  changes 
in  organizational  structure.  The  155th  assault' Helicopter  Company,  Camp 
Coryell,  Ffan  Mo  Thuot  was  reassigned  to  the  10th  Combat  aviation  Battalion 
and  secondly,  the  361st  aviation  Company  (ESCORT)  was  assigned  to  52d 
Combat  aviation  Battalion  from  12th  Combat  Aviation  Group  and  relocated  to 
Camp  Holloway >  Ploiku  RVN 

2,  (C)  Personnel 

a#  Awards  and  Decorations:  During  the  reporting  period  1*853  awards 
were  processed  and  1,573  wore  awardod.  This  battalion  received  26  Viet¬ 
namese  awards  for  valor  or  service,  A  doorcase  in  elapse  tine  from- 
submission  to  final  approval  of  .all  decorations  was  noted, 

b.  The  increased  number  of  assigned  aviators  during  the  reporting 
period  has  reduced  the  previous  reported  aviator  shortage  to  an  aaceptr- 
ablo  level.  The  known  45  day  losses  of  experienced  personnel  in  crit¬ 
ical  MOS  (Maintenance  field),  are  of  particular  concern  to  this  command, 
Infussion  is  required  to  preclude  further  shortages  erased  by  EEROS  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  October  and  January, 

c.  Command  and  Staff  Changes 

(l)  Tho  following  command  and  staff  changes  were  made  dates  indicated* 

Unit  New  Commander  Old  Commander  Dhto 

52d  Scty  Dot  1LT  Daniel  A  Berry  1LT  Robert  L  Litton  IbJune  68 

HHD,  52d  CAB  CPT  Charles  R  Rayl  MaJ  Leon  D  Jackson  10  Juno  68 

52d  CAB  LTC  William  C  Chamberlain  LTC  Raymond  G  Lehman  Jr  25  July  68 

170th  itvn  Co  MAJ  Carl  F.  Jones  MAJ  Robert  W  Cook  17  June  68 

*36lst  avn  Co  MAT  Larry  B  Aicken  ^Indicates  newly  assigned  unit 

#665th  TO  Det  CPT  George  Michol  ^Indicates  newly  assigned  unit 

DCO,  52d  CAB  LTC  Thomas  L  Williamson  LTC  Roberta  Craig  25  July  68 

DPC*  52d  CaB  LTC  James  Burton  LTC  Thomas  L  Williamson  25  July  68 
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SUBJECTS  t^porational  Roport  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  3968,  RCS  CSFCM5  (*-l)  (U) 

(2)  Following  gains  and  losses  occurrod  during  the  period  May  through 
July  1968: 


(a) 

Gains 

OB’F 

EM 

May 

54 

June 

July 

41 

31 

m 

(b) 

Losses 

OFF 

EM 

May 

& 

252 

June 

17o 

July 

2Q 

2^ 

(3)  . The  battalion  is  68  enlisted  mon  and  52  officers  and  warrant 
officers  below  TCE  strength. as  of  31  July  1968.  Unit  authorized  and  pro- 
sent  for  duty  strengths  are: 

(a)  Military 


Unit 
57th  AHC 
615th  TC 
822nd  Sig 
119th  AHC 
545th  TC 
70th  Sig 
170th  AHC 
405th  TO 
448th  Sig 
179th  ASHC 
402nd  TC 
189th  AHC 
604th  TO 
6th  Sig 
355th  Avn  Co 
662nd  TC 
36lst  Avn  Cc 
665th  TC 
621st  Sig 
HKD,  5 2d  CAB 
52d  Security 
68th  Radar 
94th  Mod 
755th  Med 


15A6 

0/Q 
15/17 
1/1 
V 0 
15/16 


33/9. 

1/1 

15/13 

1/0 

0/1 

16/6 

1/1 

16/i6 

1/1 

C.1/0 

22/25 

l/2 

0/0 

3/1 


52/44 
1/1 
V fl 
52/41 

I/1 

0/1 

52/41 

1/0 

3/l 

25/20 

V2 

52/42 

1/1 

3/0 

16/11 

i/1 

33/12 

1/1 

0/0 

2/6 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

— J2^2_ 


152/150 

70/62 

8/9 

152/148 

70/61 

9/11 

152/140 

70/59 

7/£ 

132/129 

80/71 

152/150 

70/57 

8/6 

97/84 

57/50 

80/77 

57/54 

6/7 

87/136 

151/130 

19/16 

8/12 


219/210 
74/64 
9/10 
219/20 £ 
72/63 
10/12 
219/197 
72/61 
9/8 

170/158 

82/74 

219/205 

72/58 

9/? 

129/101 

59/52 

109/105 

59/56 

6/7 

111/167 

152/132 

19/16 

9/13 


52d  CAB  138/130  274/227  1703/1636  2115/1993 
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(b) 


Unit 

HKD,  52d  CAB 
57th  AHC 
170th  AHC 
179th  ASHC 
189th  AHC 
355th  Avn  Co 
361st  Avn  Co 


DAC  Auth/OH 
0/0 
0/0 
6/0 
0/0 
0/0 
iA 
o/o 


VH  Auth/OH 
19/21 
WU 
11/9 
11/9 

uAo 

0/0 

0/0 


3«  (C)  Intolligenco :  The  3-2  Section  published  &  Daily  Intelligence 

Report*  On  29  May  the  S-2  was  tasked  to  provide  daily  intelligence  for 
17th  Combat  Aviation  Group*  Submission  of  the  first  INTSUM,  covering 
a  24  hour  period  from  1500  to  .1500,  was  initiated  on  1  Junel968« 


a.  Enemy  Activinyj  Following  the  TET  offensive,  enemy  activity  slack¬ 
ened  considerably..  During  this  reporting  period  only  a  few  limited  at¬ 
tacks  were  conducted  on  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  units.  On  050255 
May  1968,  the  155th  AHC,  (then  assigned  to  52d  CAB),  received  30-50  rounds 
of  82mm  mortar  fire  resulting  .in  1  US  WIA,  1  UH-1H  major  damage,  2  UH-IO 
and  1  UH-rlD  minor  damage.  Throughout  the  night,  installations  in  both 
Kont.um  City  and  the  Pleiku  Defdnae  Sector  received  122mm  rockets,  mortar, 
auvonao.ic  weapons  and  small  arms  fire  not  affecting  units  of  this  battal- 
ica..  0a  150240  May  1963,  the  815th  Engr  Bn  at  Connell  Quarry  in  the  Camp 
Holloway  Area  of  Operation  (A0)  received  17  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire 
resulting  in  1  US  KIA  and  3  US  WIA.  On  250H0  May  1968,  the  155th  AHC 
received  approximately  12  rounds  of  122mm  rocket  fire  resulting  in  8 
friendly  casualties,  1  UH-1D  destroyed,  4  UH—1H  (2  from  the  92nd  AHC) 

1  UH-1C  light  damage,  and  damage  to  several  buildings.  On  260255  May  1968, 
the  155th  AHC  was  again  attacked,  receiving  26  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire. 
Results  were  1  US  WIA 5  1  UH-1H,  3x3/4  ton  trucks,  4x1200  gallon  tankers, 
1x2^  ton  truck,  2x5  ton  cargo  trucks,  1x5  ton  tractor  and  1x1-$-  ton  trailer 
receiving  major  damage?  1  UH-1H  received  minor  damage.  On  140455  Jun  1968, 
the  57th  AHC  at  Kontum  received  12  rounds  of  122mm  rocket  fire  with  only 
one  round  landing  within  the  perimeter a  results  wore  2  US  WIA,  X,  water 
tanker  destroyed  and  major  damage  to  1  building.  On  040212  Jun  1968,  the 
81  5+,h  Sngrs  at  Connell  Quarry  received  20-25  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  re- 
suiting  in'  3  US  WIA*  On  060200  Jun  1968,  Camp  Holloway  received  14  122mm 
rcrekots  resulting  in  rdncr  damage  to  2  CH-54,  major  damage  to  1  CH-47  and 
light  damage  to  1x3/4  ton  truck.  On  080155  Jun  1968,  Camp  Holloway  again 
received  30  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire,  resulting  in  negative  casualties,, 
heavy  damage  to  1  UH-1H,  moderate  damage  to  3  UH-1H  and  1  CH-54  and  light 
damage  to  1  UH— 1H,  2  CH-54  and  1x5  ton  truck.  On  202247  Jul  1968,  the 
815th  F.wgr  Bn  at  Connell  Quarry  received  45  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  re¬ 
sulting  in  3  US  WIA  and  light  damage  to  1  vehicle.  Ihe  last  incident  of 
the  reporting  period  occurred  on  21  Jul  when  an  unknown  number  of  Sapper 
personnel  detonated  a  charge  at  Holloway  OP  97  at  2120  hours,  resulting  in 
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3  US  WIA.  Numerous  attack::  o'i  other  than  52d  CjiB  installations  in  tho 
Kontum,  Fleiiu  and  B-ji  Mo  Thuot:  arc.  as  uero  recorded  during  the  reporting 
periods 


b.  Movement :  T.Foro  was  a  reported  ani-nificant  shift  of  enemy  forces 
in  tho  Central  Highlands*  In  carjy  May  an  entire  division,  the  325C,  new 
to  this  area,  ruovod  into  Kontum  Province  opposite  the  Dak  To  -  Ben  Hat 
area  and  conducted  a  series  of  attacks  on  US  Fire  Support  Bases*  In  MicU- 
June,  this  division  was  reported  to  have,  moved  back  into  Cambodia  and  is 
believed  to  be  in  tho  triborder  area  at  the  present  time*  The  6th  Bn, 

32nd  Regiment  (previously  part  of  NT  1  Division  but  now  operating  separ- 
atly)  conducted  several.  large  ambush  os  in  May,  20-2.5  km  north  of  Pleiku 
on  Highway  14*  This  battalion-  .lost  over  ono  third  of  its  personnel  in 
these  ambushes  and  subsequently  laved  southwest  of  Pleiku  to  reooive  re¬ 
placements,  training  and  new  arms*  There  were  indications  on  29  July  1968 
that  the  6th  Battalion  had  completed  its  refurbishing  period  and  is  now 
located  approximately  12-15  km  NNW  of  Pleiku  City*  There  was  no  confirm¬ 
ed  contact  with  any  major  unit  of  the  NT1  Division  during  the  entire  per¬ 
iod*  Continuing  agent  reports.  Long  Range’  Patrol ' (LRP)  contacts  and  other 
intelligence  factors  during  June  and  July  indicated  tho  NT  1  Division  was 
moving  south  through  tho  central  Plei  Trap  Valley*  On  25  July  1968,  a  FW 
from  the  NT  1  Division  security  company  indicated  the  Division  was  rnov- 
ing  into  Darjac  Province  to  conduct  operations.  Further  confirmation  of 
an  impending  large  scale  attack  against  Ban  Me  Thuot  in  early  August  was 
received  from  2  PW's  captured  in  late  July*  Although  still  unconfirmed, 
it  is  believed  a  large  portion  of  the  NT  1  Division  resources  ore  cur¬ 
rently  in  Darlac  Province.  During  early  Juno,  operations  conducted  joint¬ 
ly  by  {Special  Forces  and  4th  Infantry  Division  units  in  the  Dak  Payou 
and  Day  Ayun  areas  southeast  of  Pleiku  City  forced  redeployment  of  the 
95B  Regiment  (an  independent  jpegiment),  east  into  the  Binh  Dinh/Pleiku 
Province  border  area.  Termination  of  the  operation  in  mid  July  has 
allowed  the  95B  Regiment  to  reoccupy  its  former  operations  area  20-30 
km  south  east  of  Pleiku  City.  In  May,  elements  of  the  2nd  NT  Division 
in  Quang  Tin  Province  forced  evacuation  of  the  Kham  Duo  Special  Forces 
Camp  and  subsequently  moved  south  into  the  II  Corps  Zone  to  conduct 
operations  in  the  Dak  Fok  area*  The  21st  Regiment  of  the  2nd  NT  Divi¬ 
sion  was  identified  in  several  contacts  in  the  Dak  Pek  area*  This’  Regi¬ 
ment  evidently  withdrew  into  LAOS  in  early  July  and  a  PU,  captured  just 
prior  to  the  end  of  the  roporting  period,  Indicated  the  regiment  has 
moved  northeast,  into  the  Quang  Tin  area  of  I  Corps,  removing  any  sign¬ 
ificant  threat  to  the  Dak  Fek  area* 


o*  New  Units:  New  Units  in  the  provinces  of  Kontum  and  Pleiku  during 
the  period  include  the  325C  Division  and  the  21st  Regiment  of  the  NT  2 
Division*  The  325C  Division,  with  the  101D  and  95C  Regiments,  infiltrated 
from  the  Khe  Sanh  area*  arriving  in  the  Laos  Border  area  between  the  mid¬ 
dle  and  latter  part  of  April,  1968*  In  early  May,  the  325C  Division  cros¬ 
sed  into  Kontum  and  initiated  activity  against  US  Fire  Bases*  Interroga¬ 
tion  of  a  FW  captured  in  these  engagements  indicates  one  Battalion  of  the 
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1Q1D  Regiment  was  loft  in  X  Corps  and  was  replaced  by  one  Battalion  of 
the  66th  Reginent  of  the  304th  Division  prior  to  the  325C  Division  laavw 
ing  Khe  Sanh.  The  29th  Reginent  of  the  325C  Division  remained  in  I  Corps, 
conducting  operations  in  the  Hue  City  area.  One  complete  Sapper  Batta¬ 
lion,  the  D-120,  was  attached  to  the  325C  Division  prior  to  leaving  Khe 
Sanh  and  sappers  were  employed  during  the  May  attacks  on  US  Fixe  Bases. 
Information  on  the  21st  Reginent,  NT  2  Division  is  reported  in  paragraph 
b  above.  Several  new  unit  designations  in  Pleiku  and  Kontum  Provinces 
have  appeared  in  documents  late  in  the  reporting  period.  Documents  cap¬ 
tured  on  1  July  by  ARVN  forces  north  of  Kontum  indicate  a  new  Local  Force 
Battalion,  the  306 th  was  to  be  or  had  been  formed.  The  documents  however, 
were  dated  21  January  listing  thostongth  of  the  306th  Battalion  at  80 
personnel.  These  documents  also  indicate  the  B-3  Front  NYA  Headquarters 
was  to  initiate  an  intensive  recruiting  program  to  form  provincial  regi¬ 
ments  with  a  strength  of  2200  personnel  each.  There  have  been  other  r ex¬ 
ports  that  provinces  were  to  form  regimental  size  units.  However,  at 
least  in  the  highlands*  there  has  been  no  firm  indication  of  an  inten¬ 
sive  recruiting  program  being  initiated.  It  should  also  be  noted  that 
these  same  documents  pro-date  the  TET  offensive,  and  nuah  of  the  VC  re¬ 
placement  and  recruiting  effort  has  thus  far  been  oriented  towards  re¬ 
placing  large  personnel  losses  suffered  during  the  TET  offensive.  Other 
than  the  document  reported  above  and  several  agent  reports,  there  is  no 
evidence  to  confirm  the  306th  Battalion  as  an  operational  unit.  Documents 
captured  by  a  LRP  team  during  operations  against  the  95B  Regiment  in  early 
June  also  indicate  the  possibility  of  a  2nd  Local  Force  Battalion  in  Pleiku 
Province.  The  document  mentions  the  X67  and  403th  Battalions  subordinate 
to  VC  Gia  Lai  (Pleiku)  Province.  Documents  captured  west  of  Pleiku  City 
on  20  May  and  others  captured  south  and  southeast  of  Pleiku  on  1$  July 
again  mention  the  167  and  408th  Battalion.  The  possibility  exists  that 
the  H15  Battalion  and  407th  Sapper  Battalion  may  have  assumed  the  design¬ 
ations  X67  and  D45.  However,  the  documents  captured  on  20  May  and  17  June 
were  taken  in  areas  far  outside  the  normal  AO  of  either  the  H15  or  the 
407th.  The  possibility  still  exists  that  at  least  one  new  battalion  has 
been  formed  subordinate  to  VC  Gla  Lai  Province. 

d.  New  Weapons:  No  new  weapons  were  introduced  during  the  reporting 
period.  Use  of  flamethrowers,  first  recorded  in  the  highlands  during  March 
1968  by  units  of  the  325C»  has  continued  in  attacks  against  4th  Infantry 
Division  Fire  Support  Bases. 

e«  Situation: 

(1)  Kontum:  The  3250  Division  is  located  in  the  trip-border  area, 
approximately  50  km  HNW  of  Kontum  City.  The  304th  LF  Battalion  and  406th 
Sapper  Battalion  are  located  approximately  15  km  north  of  Kontum  City* 

The  24th  NVA  Regiment  is  unlocatedr  but  reported  to  have  moved  to  Qarl&o 
Province  with  elements  0/  the  NT  1  Division*  The  320th  (AKA  209th)  Re¬ 
giment  of  the  NT  1  is  unlocated,  posslMy  In  Cambodia,  65  ko  due  vest  of 
Kontum  City.  The  66th  Regiment  is  ucl  >oated,  reportedly,  In  ‘Dwlac  -F*6v* 
inoe*  6 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVGD-GC  (10  August  1968) 

SUBJECT}  Operational  Report  of  5  2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (jtr-1)  (U) 

(2)  Pleiku:  The  174th  Regiment  is  unlooated,  possibly  in  the  north¬ 
west  Pleiku-Kontua  border  area,  along  the  Se  San  River  approximately  35 
km  west  of  Pleiku.  The  6th/32nd  NVA  Regiment  is  identified  and  located 
approximately  10-15  km  north  and  northwest  of  Pleiku  City*  The  408th  Sap¬ 
per  Battalion  la  located  approximately  20  km  RE  of  Pleiku  City*  The  95B 
Regiment  is  operating  approximately  40  km  east  and  southeast  of  Pleiku 
City*  The  XL7  and  118  Egnr  Co's  (Sapper)  are  unlooated  and  believed 
east  of  Pleiku  City* 

f «  Capabilities » 

(1)  Kontumi  Elements  of  the  325C  division  can  conduct  attacks  up  to 
regimental  size  in  the  Oak  To-Ben  Het  area.  The  304th  LF  and  406th 
Sapper  Battalions  are  capable  of  conducting  limited  indirect  fire  and 
sappor  attacks  on  Kontum  City  or  interdict  Highway  14N  between  Kontum  and 
Oak  To* 

(2)  Pleiku:  Conduct  limited  sapper  attacks  and  attacks  by  fire  on 
Pleiku  defense  area  installations  employing  the  408th  Sapper  Battalion  and 
elements  of  the  K-31  Artillery  Battalion*  To  interdict  Highway  14N  between 
Pleiku  and  Kontum  using  elements  of  the  6th  Battalion,  32nd  Regiment*  To 
conduot  limited  interdiction  of  Highway  19E  between  Le  Trung  and  the  Mang 
Yang  Pass  employing  elements  of  the  95B  Regiment  and  the  X17  and  X18  Engr 
Companies* 

4*  (C)  Operations,  Training  and  Unit  Movement. 

a.  Operations:  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  supported  the  fol¬ 
lowing  operations  during  the  reporting  period}  Mac  Arthur,  (92  days), 
Matthews  (19  days),  Prairie  Fire  (92  days)  and  Omega  (92  days).  The  4th 
Infantry  Division  was » supported  by  the  assets. of  two  assault  helicopter 
companies  and  one  assault  support  helicopter' company.  CH-54  support  was 
provided  on  a  mission  basis.  Prairie  Fire  and  Omega  were  supported  by 
one  assault  helicopter  company. 

(1)  A  detailed  list  of  units  and  activities  supported  by  the  52d 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  are  listed  below.  (A  map  of  the  operational 
area  is  included  as  inclosure  4)« 

(a)  4th  Infantry  Division  (Operation  Mac  Arthur) 

4*  1st  Brigade  -  AO  $paata  (search  and  Destroy) 

£•  2nd  Brigade  -  AO  Middleton  (Search  and  Destroy) 

2*  3rd  Brigade  -  A0  Sultan  (Search  and  Destroy) 

(b)  5th  Special  Forces  (Omega) 
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AVQD-CC  (10  August  1968) 

SUBJECT  >  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  BCS  CSIQR-63  (Jt-l)  (U) 

i.  BAN  m  THUOT  -  Clandestine 
AN  KNE  -  Clandestine 
KONTUH  -  Clandestine 

(o)  Task  Force  Matthews :  Operation  Matthews  was  supported. 25  May  - 
12  June  1968,  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  was  the  .principal  sup¬ 
porting  aviation  element  during  the  operation.  The  mission  was  to  pro¬ 
vide  responsive  aviation  support  tj  the  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  and  attached  or  supporting  elements.  This  battalion *s  normal  daily 
operational  oommitaent  was  36  UB-lH’s,  15  UH-lc(A)  *a,  10  GH-47’s  and  one 
C&-54,  (For  a  detailed  operational  report  of  significant  information  and 
events,  see  inolosure  3), 

(d)  In  addition,  the  following  unite  were  supported  on  a  special  air¬ 
craft  allocation  basis  for  the  periods  indicated.  Activities  varied  from 
direct  combat  support  to  administration/liaison  support, 

1,  GRID  -  DCS  (16  days) 

£.  MURID  -  DCS  (11  days) 

£•  Highway  Coordinator  -  DCS  (99  days) 

4,  22nd,  23rd  Division  (AKVN)  and  24th  STZ  (ARVN)  -  DCS  (34  days) 

£«  3/506th  Infantry  Battalion  -  DCS  (3  days) 

60  299th  Engineer  Group  -  DCS  (4  days) 

7,  vxp  Flights.  -  DCS  (6  days) 

(e).  AMCC:  The  establishment  of  an  Area  Movement  Control  Center  (AMCC) 
was  directed  in  May  1968  for  the  purpose  of  improving  procedures  to  con¬ 
trol  aviation  support  and  reduce  the  UH-1'  flight  time..  This  objective 
was  to  be  attained  by  reducing,  the  total  flight  hours  in  support  of  ad¬ 
ministrative  missions  by  eliminating  ^sole  user” ,  aircraft,  consolidating 
aviation  support  when  fees able  and  providing  aviation  support  on  a  mis¬ 
sion  basis  only.  This  program  has  net  with  minimum  success  due  to  the 
reluctance  of  requesting  units  and  agencies  to  properly  forecast  require- 
nente  and  provide  tentative  itineraries*  One  by  one  supported  elements 
were  excluded  from  the  AMCC  concept.  Units  currently  si.  sorted  by  the 
AMCC  are  :1.5th  SEGA,  OTV  Arty  and  DSA  II  Corps. 

(2)  The  percentage  of  the  total  battalion  lift  capabilities  which  was 
allocated  to  supported  units  each  month  is  as  indicated: 
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AVGD-CC  (10  August  1968) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 


Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS 

CSFQR-4M»-1)  (u) 

(a) 

MAX 

JUNE 

JULY 

4th  Inf  Div  - 

50* 

50* 

50* 

(b) 

Omega/Prairie 

Fire  - 

25* 

25* 

25* 

(c) 

Others  - 

25* 

25* 

25* 

(3) 

Operational  Statistics  (1 

May  -  31  July  1968) 

COMBAT 

OTHER 

UH-1H 

UK— 1C  (A) 

CH-47 

CH-54 

SOB TIES 

mm a 

HOURS 

■JfflBML- 

HQUfig 

HOURS 

436 

115,347 

84,01 

23,230 

7,089 

2,777 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

CARGO 

ACFT 

ACFT 

HOURS 

iAL 

TONS 

HITS 

61/41 

DAM/lEST 

4V2 

33,532 

139,190 

19*9^8 

CREW 

ENEMY 

STRUCT 

MED 

m/MA 

KBA 

IgST 

15/0 

313 

640 

During  the  reporting  period,  the  5 2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  flew 
1951*9  hours  in  support  of  152  combat  assaults  in  which  21,496  assault  tro¬ 
ops  and  2274*7  tons  of  combat  equipment  and  supplies  were  lifted  in  5,255 
sortios.  Hostile  fire  was  received  on  13  of  these  assaults'*  Two.UHr-lH's 
roceivod  light  damage  without  injury  to  crowaembors*  A  total  of  13*5  hours 
of  LZ  pre-strikes  were  made  by  UH-IC(A)  aircraft* 

b.  Training: 

(1)  Aviator  Training  -  Maximum  training  emphasis  and  effort  was  de¬ 
voted  to  standardization  during  the  reporting  period.  The  increased  num¬ 
ber  of  aircraft  available  resulted  in  this  unit  completing  all  flight 
training  requirements  which  include: 

(a)  90  Day  Flight  Standardization  Checks 

(b)  Instrument  Proficiency  Ghecka 

(c)  Tactical  Flight  Procedures 

(d)  In-Country  Che ck-Out/Or dentations 

(2)  Ground  Training  -  This  headquarters  republished  training  direct¬ 
ive  350-1  whioh  consolidates  and  outlines  training  procedures  and  require¬ 
ments  of  higher  headquarters* .  All  training  requirements  have  been  completed 
and  complied  with.  This  unit  scheduled  and  conducted  27  days  of  formal 
instruction* 
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AVGD-CC  (10  August  1968) 

SUBJECT!  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R-l)  (U) 

o.  Unit  Movement: 

(1)  The  2nd  and  3rd  platoons,  355th  Aviation  Company  (Heavy  Helicopter) 
arrived  at  Nha  Trang,  RVN  on  4  May  and  18  July  1968  respectively.  The 

six  CB-54,s  (Sky-Crane)  organic  to  these  platoons  arrived  on  2  May  and 
31  Juno  1968  and  the  entire  company  was  operational  27  July  1968,  On 
21  May  the  2nd  platoon  with  three  CH-54'8  was  relocated  at  PHU  HIEP  and 
was  operational  upon'  arrival,  Mo  problems  were  encountered  pertinent  to 
the  relocation  of  personnel,  equipment  and  aircraft.  Warning  and  move-* 
ment  orders  were  received  in  sufficient  time  to  allow  final  preparation 
by  the  sponsoring  unit  (268th  CAB)  at  the  new  location, 

(2)  The  36lst  Aviation  Company  (ESCORT)  equipped  with  12  UH-IC(a)  air¬ 
craft  was  relocated  from  DI  AN,  RVN  to  Holloway  Army  Airfield  and  was  as¬ 
signed  to  this  headquarters.  Movement  began  22  May,  was  couple  ted  on 

28  May  1968,  and  the  unit  became  operational  as  of  2  June  1968,  Seven 
of  the  UH-IC(A)  aircraft  have  been  replaced  with  the  AH-1G  (Cobra)  and 
have  supported  convoy  escort  missions  on  route  19  between  AN  KHE  and 
PLEIKU  and  provide  armed  helicopter  support  of  US  and  jtRVN  units  operat¬ 
ing  in  the  BAO  LOC  area.  Operational  support  of  the  latter  mission  prov*-» 
ed  extremely  difficult  and  problem  areas  are  included  in.  Section  II  "Les¬ 
sons  Learned", 

5,  (C)  Logistics  and  Aircraft  Maintenance:  The  52d  CAB  received  its  An¬ 

nual  General  Inspection  during  the  reporting  period  (20  May  68  -  25  May  68) 
and  received  .a  satisfactory  rating.  All  deficiencies  and  short  comings 
have  been  corrected.  Areas  that  have  received  command  attention  are} 

Conox  control,  aircraft  revetment  improvement  and  C01EL-V  reports* 

a,  CLASS  I:  Non-availability  of  station  property  mess  equipment  re¬ 
quires  field  mess  equipment  as  substitution  and  limits  food  service  im¬ 
provements, 

b*  GLASS  II:  Repair  parts  supplies  received  have  proven  to  be  inade¬ 
quate  after  a  review  of  all  out-standing  requisitions  was  made  to  insure 
validity,  PLLa  do  not  contain  required  items  in  an,  "on-hand",  status, 

c*  CLASS  III:  Total  JP-4  dispensed  by  the  battalion  for  the  report¬ 
ing  period  was  4*053,750  gallons  of  which  1,300,000  were  dispensed  at  the 
Kontum  Airfield  by  the  57th  Assault  Helicopter  Company# 

d,  CLASS  V:  Total  ammunition  expenditure  for  the  period  Is  as  list¬ 
ed  below: 

(1)  Minigun  (7.62)  -  2,333,000  rounds 

(2)  2.75  Rockets  -  7,571  rounds 

(3)  M-5,  40mn  Grenades  -  9,310  rounds 
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AVGD-CC  (10  August  1963) 

SUBJECT*  Qocraiional  Report  of  f»2d  Combat  aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1963,  RU;3  CStOrt-^:;.  'R-l)  (U) 

a.  Aircraft  Maintenance 


(!)  Maintenance  Statistics 


AE-1G* 

UH-1C 

.•W4--4MN. 

UH-1H 

CH-5A 

Jh£A 

Aircraft  authorised 

“12 

32 

93 

9 

1 

Total  Aircraft  Assigned 

12 

32 

82 

16 

9 

1 

Average  Aircraft  Per  Co 

12 

8 

20 

16 

9 

l 

Availability  Rato  (%) 

10 

83 

81 

52 

77 

48 

EDM  Rate  (%) 

81 

14 

U 

36 

8 

52 

*aK-1G  Aircraft  wore  assigned  only  at  end  of  quarter  and  availability 
rate  was  reduced  by  woapons  system  installation,  test  firing,  and  accept¬ 
ance  inspections •>  (For  detailed  statistical  data,  seo  Incl  2) 


(2)  During  the  quarter,  a  maintenance  stand  down  program  was  initiated 
which  has  improved  the  overall  maintenance  posture  of  the  battalion* 

/’a)  Undos:'  the  program,  each  aircraft  of  the  battalion  receives  one  day 
pot-  week  of  concentrated  first  echelon  maintenance  which  is  accomplished 
pruvu-u  r.Iy  by  tho  flight  engineer,  crew  chief  and  gunner  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  the  flight  platoon  sergeant-.  Some  of  the  tasks  accomplished  by  the 
crow  are: 

ij  Complete  daily  inspection#  (PKD) 

?.o  Maintenance  operational  chock.  (Run-up  with  qualified  aviator) 
Safety  of  flight  inspection  by  a  Technical  Inspector. 

4*  Overall  cleaning  of  the  aircraft. 

jj-#  Lubricate  aircraft. 

6 3  Roviow  of  all  log  book  fox*m3. 

2*>  Check  of  current  status  of  all  requisitions  and  work  orders  listed 
on  DA  Form  2403-14. 

(a)  This  program  has  increased  availability,  promoted  crow  pride  in 
assigned  aircraft  and  facilitated  scheduled  maintenance  by  correcting  small 
discrepancies.  Many  safety  of  flight  discrepancies  have  been  detected  and 
corrected  during  the  maintenance  stand  down.  The  results  of  the  program 
has  boon  an  Improved  safety  record  and  better  maintained  aircraft. 

(.3)  Aircraft  on  Hand  Status  aB  of  31  July  1963. 
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AVGB-CC  (10  August  1968) 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65'  (&-1)  (U) 


j m 

AH-10 

tU-lC(A) 

DH.UJ 

Auth/OH 

Auth/OH 

Auth/OH 

57  AHC 

8/8 

23/21 

119  AHC 

8/7 

23/21 

170  AHC 

8/8 

23/19 

189  AHC 

12/12 

CH-47A 

8/7 

23/20 

361  aC(E) 

CH-54A 

U-6A/UH-1D 

179  ASHC 

16/16 

Auth/OH 

355  AC(H) 
HHD 

9/9 

VI 

6*  (U)  Information  Office  and  Special  Services  Activities:  The  Inform¬ 

ation  Office  continued  to  release  both  printed  and  pictorial  news  re¬ 
leases  on  personnel  assigned  to  the  battalion.  During  this  period,  150 
hometown  releases  were  processed.  This  battalion  has  made  maximum  utili¬ 
sation  of  every  news  media  that  serves  tie  military  audience  and  the 
"Dragon  fire"  (a  bi-weekly  battalion  newspaper),  continues  ip  be  pub¬ 
lished.  The  primary  special  services  activities  available  to  personnel 
of  this  command  are: 

a.  Arts  and  Grafts  Shop 

b.  Library 

o.  R&R 

7.  (C)  Signal 

a.  Each  assault  helicopter  company  of  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Batta¬ 
lion  has  now  received  a  ■£■  ton  mounted  communications  facility.  The  AN/ 
MRC-119  provides  each  assault  helicopter  company  the  capability  of  operat¬ 
ing  in  a  single  side  band  HF  radio  net  with  the  5 2d  Combat  Aviation  Bat¬ 
talion  Headquarters  as  well  as  17th  C4GU  Reliable  long  range  caununiea-’ 
tions  between  Dak  To  and  17th  GAG,  Nha  Trang  has  been  established  demon¬ 
strating  the  capability  of  the  Aty/MRC-95  radio  set. 

b.  In  addition  to  the  long  range  HF  capability  provided  by  the  AN/ 
MRG-95,  the  following  radios  are  part  of  the  AN/MRC-119  communications 
facility:  AH/PRC-25*.  Al(/PR04l,  AN/PRC-47# and  AN/VRC-46.  The  addition¬ 
al  radios  provide  each  assault  helicopter  company  the  capability  of 
operating  a  complete  command  post  with  radios  for  aircraft  control  as 
well  as  administrative  traffic.  These  communications  facilities  con  also 
be  airlifted  by  CH-47  helicopters,  thus  increasing  the  deployability  of 
this  oommunica tions  equipment. 
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AVGD-CC  (10  August  1968) 

SUBJECT}  Operational.  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation,  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSiOIt-6jp  {JH)  (U) 


c.  The  addition  of  direot  distance  dialing  from  Pleiku  area  ha a  great¬ 
ly  Increased  the  speed  of  long  distance  service A'dThe  reliability  and  speed 
of  dial  service  in  all  caaos  has  proved  superior  to  the  old  tactical  sys¬ 
tem  which  it  roplaced  at  Camp  Holloway* 

£'>  (U)  Surgeont  Since  Gasp  Holloway  has  not  been  under  attack  for  over 

two  months,  a  mass  casualty  exercise  involving  all  personnel  at  the  dis¬ 
pensary  was  conducted  on  23  July  1968*  all  personnel  were  made  aware  of 
thoir  duties,  station  and  responsibilities  during  and  following  an  attack. 
Twenty  a  inula  tod  cc3Ualv_.es  from  Headquarters  Detachment  were  brought  to 
the  dispensary  for  treatment  during  this  exercise. 

9*  (U)  Accident  Prevention 

a*  The  accident  rate  (per  100,000  flight  hours)  was  13*5^  all  of 
which  were  major  accidents.  The  following  causes  are  cited: 

(1)  May;  Four  Accidents j  rate  28,2 

(a)  9  May  1968,  UH-lCs  Engine  failure  at  low  level  over  unfavorable 
terrain  during  the  conduct  of  an  assigned  mission.  (Engine  undergoing 
analysis). 

(b)  6  May  1968,  UH-1H: 

Failure  to  perform  a  proper  hover  check. 

g,  Over  loaded  condition. 

g,  Improper  approach  to  a  fire  base  (Pinnacle). 

4*  Failure  to  Initiate  any  corrective  action. 

h)  17  May  1968,  UH-lCt 

1«  Improper  flight  procedures.  Pilot  made  improper  entry  to  180 
degree  autorotation. 

£•  Instructor  allowed  student  to  proceed  beyond  point  shore  a  safe 
autorotation  could  be  accomplished* 

g9  Instructor  Pilot  failed  to  initiate  corrective  action. 


Engine  Failure. 

(d)  18  May  1968,  UH-1H* 

g,  Improper  flight  procedures  during  maximum  autorotative  glide* 
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(10  August  1968) 


Opcr<:.tionp'  .’.Import  of  5 2d  Combat  aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1(;68,  IVO  3  .:Jvl)  (U) 


£«  Late  corrective  action  to  induced  low  rotor  RPM, 
(?.)  Jure:  One  Accident;  rate  5,9 
<»  13  June  1968,  UH-1D: 


1,  Overloaded  condition. 


2,  Lack  of  proficiency, 

2*  Unqualified  co-pilot, 

(3)  Jnlys  Accidont  Free 

b.  FOD  prevention  continues  to  bo  the  subject  of  caimand  oophasis. 
This  headunartors  is  now  awarding  a  certificate  to  crewmembers  who  find 
any  foreign  objects  which  would  cause  FOD?  Foreign  object  damage  to  air¬ 
craft  during  tne  period  were* 

(I)  Kay  -  &*;: 

(£,'  Juno  -  Nine 

(3)  July  -  Seven 

c.  The  factors  listed  below  have  reduced  the  battalion  accident  rate 

(1)  Reduction  in  the  length  of  the  flying. hour  day  due  to  early 
morning  inclement  weather  end  u  general  release  time  of  1700  hours  has 
resulted  in: 

(a)  Decreased  aviator  fatique, 

(b)  Decreased  maintenance  crewmember  fatique, 

(e)  J>,>.v"oat‘ed  uneoAodulod  maintenance* 

(d)  lacreasod  the  amount  of  daily  maintenance  inspections  being  per¬ 
formed  during  day  light  hours, 

(o)  Increased  time  for  formal  classroom  flight  crew  instruction, 

(f)  Increased  availability  of  aircraft  to  support  the  standardisa¬ 
tion  and  training  program, 

d.  During  the  last  reporting  period  the  accident  rate  was  29*9%*  or 
one  accident  for  every  3443  flying  hours.  During  this  reporting  period 
the  accidont  rate  was  one  accidont  for  each  7,46b  hours*  Tais  rate  was 
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further  improved  during  the  last  two  months  of  the  reporting  period  for 
which  one  accident  would  have  occurrod  per  20,833  flying  hours, 

e.  Flight  Standardization:  The  Battalion  Standardization  Instructor 
Pilot  flew  88  chock  rides  with  primary  emphasis  to  qualify  instructor 
pilots  at  company  level, 

(1)  Two  In-Country/Orientation  Check  Rides, 

(2)  Eight  UH-1  Qualification/Proficiency  Chock  Rides, 

(3)  Throe  Aircraft  Commander  Chock  Rides. 


(4)  Twenty-four,  ninety-day  Proficiency  Chock  Rides. 

(5)  Fifty  IP  (Instructor  Pilot)  Chock*  RM»s. 

(6)  One  post  accident  (IP)  Check  Ride, 

10.  (U)  Chaplain:  During  the  reporting  period,  the  battalion  chaplain 

was  responsible  for  all  religious  activities  on  Camp  Holloway  and  at 
operational  sites.  Protestant  services  were  conducted  by  the  battalion 
chaplain.  All  othor  denominational  services  were  coordinated  by  the 
battalion  chaplain  and  attended  froquontfcy  by  men  of  this  battalion. 


11,  (C)  Post  Headquarters:  Tho  mission  of  Post  ^Headquarters  is  to  supervise 
monitor  and  control  ^ooivities  on  Gamp  aolloway  (other  than  tactical  opeivv- 
tions)  and  in  the  Camp  Holloway  AO.  Post  Headquaters  provides  overall 
planning  administration,  operations,  security  and  maintenance  of  facilities 
located  at  Camp  Holloway,  These  functions  fall  in  service  and  logistics 
support,  security  and  post  operations  and  airfield  operations  and  defence. 
Projects  initiated  during  previous  reporting  and  completed  are, 

a.  Two  80*xl44'  aircraft  Maintenance  hangers, 

b«  One  15x'x2Q2x  metal  aircraft  maintenance  hanger* 

cs,  14  (2,000  sq,  ft.)  BE.Q's, 

d.  Two  (400  sq.  ft.)  Mess  Halls, 

e.  Two  (1,000  sq.  ft.)  Orderly  Rooms. 
f«  Resurfacing  of  major  roads. 

12.  Civil  affairs:  During  the  period  1  May  -  31  July  1968  this  battalion 
has  increased  its  civil  affairs  activities.  At  a  meeting  of  local  major 
unitcivic  flvtion  officers,  each  village  in  toe  area  was  assgned  to  a 
specific  supporting  unit.  The  first  visits  were  for  the  purpose  of  conduct- 
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ing  a  survey  of  needs  of  the  respective  villages.  Weekly  visits  have 
been  made  in  an  attempt  to  establish  doner  relations  with  the  local 
people  in  an  effort  to  promote  their  cooperation  in  providing  information 
or  warning  of  enemy  activity  since  previous  attacks  on  Camp  Holloway  were 
launched  from  areas  in  or  near  their  villages.  A  plan  has  been  auge- 
mented  to  bolster  their  economy  by  employing  the  villagers  on  a  daily  hire 
basis  and  providing  medical  assistance  to  the  local  villages  on  a  weekly 
basis. 


Section  XI,  Lessons  Learned*  Commander *8 
Observations. «  Evaluations  and  Recommendations 

1.  Personnel  (NONE) 

2.  Operations 

a.  Sling  Loading  Operations. 

(1)  OBSERVATION*  Supported  unitB  continue  to  use  improper  rigging 
techniques,  material  and  equipment  in  the  preparation  of  external  loads 
to  be  airlifted  by  CH-54  helicopters.  Often  the  air  items  used  for  rig¬ 
ging  are  unserviceable  and  continue  in  use  only  because  of  the  nonavaila- 
bill tv  of  new  items. 

(2)  EVALUATION*  Mission  accomplishment  has  been  delayed  or  cancelled 
in  many  cases.  Through  liaison  with  the  supported  ground  units  it  was 
found  that  units  had  neither  applicable  publications  nor  valid  requisitions 
for  replacement  air  items. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION:  All  ground  units  requiring  aerial  delivery  of  com¬ 
bat  equipment  continually  review  requisitions  in  order  to  maintain  an  adequ¬ 
ate  supply  of  rigging  materials.  Air  items  such  as  cargo  straps*  nets  and 
attachments  should  be  inspected  prior  to  an^immediately  after  each  use  to 
insure  serviceability.  Items  found  unserviceable  should  be  turned  in  or 
destroyed  to  preclude  further  use. 

b.  QH^4jitau^iqa> 

(1)  OBSERVATION*  The  D5  and  D6B  bulldozer  cannot  be  air  lifted  or  air¬ 
landed  into  areas  that  require  the  CHi-54  to  hover  out  of  ground  effect*  un¬ 
less  the  bulldozer  Is  broken  down  into  17,000  pound  loads.  The  maximum  lift 
capability  of  the  aircraft  preolude  aerial  delivery  of  either  dozer  as  one 
component. 

(2)  EVALUATION*  The  D5  and  D65'  dozers  are  bir  transportable  if  tracks 
and  blades  are  removed.  The  blades  and  tracks  weigh  approximately  7*000 
pounds  thus  reducing  the  remaining  load  to  17*00C  pounds.  The  tracks  and 
hT.q(to  can  be  prepositioned  at  the  LZ  by  CH-47  helicopters*  The  dozer  can 
then  be  positioned  by  CH-14  helicopter  and  reassembled  with  a  minimum  effort 
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by  ground  units.  Lir.t1.ted  lift  during  high  density  altitude  conditions 
applies  primarily  to  confined  or  pinnacle  type  landing  zones  during 
which  the  aircraft  must  hover  out  of  ground  effect  to  deliver  the  equip¬ 
ment. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION :  In  those  cases  which  preclude  the  aircraft  de¬ 
veloping  ground  effect,  at  a  hover,  it  is  recommended  that  a  D-3  dozer  which 
weighs  12,000  -  13,000  pounds  bo  used.  Due  to  it's  relatively  light  weight 
this  dozer  can  be  lifted  into  any  Fire  Support  Base  and  other  confined  areas 
without  disassembly.  Missions  should  also  be  requested  for  early  morning  or 
late  afternoon  movement  to  take  maximum  advantage  of  low  density  altitude 
conditions. 


(1)  OBSERVATION:  An  interim  manual  entitled,  "idr  Transportability 
Guidance  for  External  Sling  Transport  of  US  Army  Material  Usin*,  Aerial 
Cargo  Sling,  FSN  1670,  by  US  Army  Helicopters”,  dated  May  1968,  was  is¬ 
sued  to  this  unit  during  the  reporting  period.  (Subject  manual  was  not 
received  by  tactical  units). 

(2)  EVALUATION:  This  manual  provides  excellent  guidance  that  would 
benefit  ground  units  in  preparing  for  sling  'loading  operations. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION:  Command  attention  bo  given  to  insure  distribution 
of  this  manual  to  combat  and  combat  support  units  for  their  use  in  prepar¬ 
ing  loads  during  sling  load  operations. 

d. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  ARC/LITE  operations  conducted  in  areas  where  air¬ 
craft  are  operating  haB  proven  hazardous.  Ordnance  employed  has  impacted 
dangerously  close  to  aircraft.  No  prior  warning  of  the  intended  time  or 
impact  area  of  the  aRC/LITE  was  received. 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Prior  to  ARC/LITE  operations, 'warning  are  normally 
anounced  by  air  traffic  control  agencies  on  emergency  radio  frequencies 
which  ore  monitored  by  all  aircraft.  Radios,  as  a  moans  of  communicating 
the  ARC/LXTE  time  and  impact  areas,  has  proven  unrealiable.  All  aircraft 
do  not  receive  the  radio  warning  when  operating  at  low  level  in  isolated 
areas. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION:  ARC/LITE  operations  should  be  published  as 
classified  NOTAM^o  by  the  major  requesting  unit  to  supporting  aviatien 
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unite  to  ineure  that  airmen  hare  prior  knowledge  of  ARC/LUE  operations* 
addition,  radio  transmitting  facilities  should  be  expanded  to  Ineure  com¬ 
plete  area  coverage  to  Include  aircraft  operating  at  low  level* 

••  Mar  he  ad  2.75  Inch  Rocket  (Flechette.  WD  Lk/k). 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  The  VED  Uk/k  2*75  inch  fleohette  warhead  vaa  develop¬ 
ed  to  fill  the  need  for  an  area  coverage  antipersonnel  weapon*  The  qrea 
coverage  feature  is  valuable  for  use  against  a  variety  of  targets,  but  is 
also  important  in  over  coming  point  targets*  The  warhead  is  presently  in 
Vietnam  CL*SS  V  supply  channels  but  durrwnt  dirdettvtb  deny  the  uee  of  this 
warhead. 

(2)  EV-kLUATION:  The  nature  of  several  of  this  battalions  missions 
(some  classified  i.e.  Prairie  Fire/ Daniel  Boone)  warrant  the  use  of  the 
WD  Wa  2*75  inch  flechette  warhead  for  effective  engagement  of  revetted 
target  under  triple  canopy  jungle  cover*  On  a  specific  mission  basis  the 
use  of  this  warhead  can  be  controled  to  aodompllsh  its  designed  effect* 

(3)  HECOMFfiNDAIION:  Authority  for  the  use  of  the  VID  4 kfk  2*75  inch 
flechette  warhead  should  be  dellgated  to  aviation  battalion  level  for 
employment  on  a  control  ed  and  specific  mission  basis* 

f.  Artillery  Advisories. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  Flight  safety  can  be  improved  through  standardised 
artillery  advisories  to  airmen  for  artillery  fire,  naval  gunfire  and  air- 
strikes*  A  published  list  of  all  radio  contact  frequencies  and  call  signs 
that  provide  total  coverage  of  Vietnam  should  be  available  to  airmen* 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Under  current  procedures  airmen  are  required  to  con¬ 
tact  several  different  artillery  agencies  to  receive  artillery  advisories 
when  flying  between  major  unit  areas  of  operation*  Presently,  no  single 
agency  publishes  a  document  that  outlines  the  contact  station  and  call  sign 
for  up  to  date  artillery  warnings  for  all  areas  within  the  Republic  of 
Vietnam*  Consequently,  it  is  left  to  tho  ingenuity  of  the  individual  avia¬ 
tor  to  attain  up  to  date  artillery  information* 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION :  The  58th  Aviation  Battalion  (Flight  Facility  Mobile) 
consolidate  one  publication  for  the  entire  country  which  designates  all 
artillery  control  agendas  and  contact  frequencies*  This  document  should 

be  updated  on  a  monthly  v  roils  and  distributed  with  the  current  Army  Flight 
Following  System  w'  pilotage  chart  to  all  aviation  units. 

g*  JffldL  Attfflaflt  augmentation  to  TOB  L*l*7-T  l Aviation  Germany  "ESflORTI ) 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  TCB  1-157-T,  Aviation  Company  (ESCORT)  does  not 
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include  authorization  for  UH-1  type  aircraft.  The  organic  AH-IG  helicopters 
are  not  capable  of  supporting  all  aviation  requirements  of  this  unit. 

(2)  EVALUATION*  The  Aviation  Company  (ESCORT),  operating  as  a  separate 
unit*  has  no  organic  aircraft  with  which  to  support  command  and  control 
missions  or  maintenance  support  to  disabled  aircraft  in  forward  areas  of 
operation. 

(3)  RECOmMENDaTION:  Modify  the  TOE  to  authorize  UH-1  type  aircraft 
to  support  unit  requirements * 

h.  AH-IG  Operations. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  The  AH-IG  helicopter  is  not  capable  of  carrying  non- 
rated  members  as  normally  carried  in  UH-IC(a)  guns)iips  to  assist  in  reaming 
and  refueling.  The  standard  ordnance  load  for  the  AH-IG  is  three  times 
that  of  UH-1C (a)  gunships.  It  is  essential  that  during  operations  from 
other  than  base  station  the  supported  unit  provide  personnel  to  assist  in 
refueling  and  rearming  aH-IG  helicopters. 

(2)  EVaLUaTION:  Since  no  crew  chief  or  gunner  are  carried  as  crew¬ 
members,  the  pilot  will  require  assistance  during  refuel  and  rearming 
operations.  Due  to  the  large  amount  of  ordnance  required  to  rearm  the 
AH-IG,  lack  of  assistance  to  the  aircrews  would  cause  an  oxcessive  turn 
around  time  and  thereby  reduce  mission  performance.  Rearming  and  refuel¬ 
ing  takes  in  excess  of  one  hour  without  assistance  to  the  crow.  It  is  mat 
considored  practical  for  the  aviation  unit  to  provide  these  ground  personnel 
when  aH-IG  attack  teams  are  operating  at  widespread  points  throughout  the 
area  of  operation. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION;  Task  supported  units  to  provide  ground  crows  at 
rearm  and  refuel  points  to  assist  in  rearming  and  refueling  operations  un¬ 
der  the  supervision  of  the  aircraft  crew  and  reduce  turn  around  time  thus 
increase  AH-IG  armed  helicopter  support. 

i.  Loading  and  Unloading  Operation  Involving  C-124  Aircraft* 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  Five  ton  trailer  maintenance  shop  vans  are  airmoblc 
in  C-124  typo  aircraft.  Loading  and  unloading  operations  requires  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  a  heavy  duty  winch  on  this  type  aircraft. 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Due  to  the  angle  formed  by  the  aircraft  cargo  floor 
and  the  cargo  loading  ramp.,  the  five  ton  tractor  is  not  capable  of  posi¬ 
tioning  the  five  ton  trailer  into  the  cargo  hole  of  a  C-124  aircraft  with¬ 
out  the  assistance  of  a  heavy  duty  winch,  aII  C-124  aircraft  are  not  equippod 
with  winches.  Tho  tractor  can  only  move  the  trailer  up  the  ramp  until  the 
angle  described  nbovo  exceeds  the  flex  limits  of  the  tractor-trailer  attach¬ 
ment  point.  At  this  point  the  tractor  is  detached  from  the  trailer  to  sottle 
onto  its  dolly  wheels  and  winched  into  the  aircraft, 
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(3)  KECOM&ETNDATION:  When  0124  aircraft  are  requested  for  movement 
of  five  ton  trailer  shop  vans,  thei'  request  should  specify  that  a  heavy 
duty  winch  is  required  for  loading  operations. 

3.  Training  (NOME) 

4.  Intelligence  (NONE) 

5.  Logistics  and  aircraft  Maintenance 

a*.  Ammunition  for  idi-lG  Helicopters 

8  (1)  OBSERVATION:  It  has  been  determined  through  experience  that 

Al65  miniguns  ammunition  (7.62)  is  the  only  type  that  can  bo  used  for  the 
AH-1G  ornament  systems.  It  has  also  been  determined  that  only  4Cto  gren¬ 
ade  ammunition  of  lot  number  331-8  or  higher,  which  has  the  double  welded 
links,  is  the  only  ammunition  suitable  for  use  in  the  AH-1G  weapons  systems. 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Experience  has  shown  that  when  A131  (7.62m)  ammuni¬ 
tion  in  100  round  belts  was  used  in  the  weapons  system  of  the  AH-1G,  con¬ 
stant  jamming  and  other  malfunctions  were  experienced  due  to  long  rounds 
and  bent  links.  The  time  required  to  link  100  round  belts  into  1,500 
round  belts  for  use  in  the  XM-18  and  Xht-28  mini,  m  pods  significantly  in¬ 
creases  the  rearming  time  to  an  unacceptable  le  1.  for  responsive  mission 
support.  Experience  has  farther  shown  that  when  'tarn  ammunition  without 
the  double  welded  links  is  used  in  the  XM-28  turret,  the  high  torque  of 
the  feed  systems  spreads  the  links  apart  and  allows  the  rounds  to  twist 
and  turn  in  the  feed  assembly  causing  jamming  and  other  lualfunctions  to 
the  weapons  systems. 

(3)  HECOMMENDaTION:  When  AH-1G  aircraft  are  employed  in  operations 

where  rearming  is  accomplished  at  other  than  home  station,  supported  units 
stock  the  proper  types  of  ammunition  at  the  rearm  points  in  quantities  ap¬ 
propriate  to  the  iiH-lG  armament  systems.  :  - 

(a)  Maintenance  Team  Augmentation. 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  Assault  helicopter  ocupaoies  with  ten  or  more  air¬ 
craft,  operating  in  forward  areas  75  -  100  miles  away  from  support  maint¬ 
enance  facilities,  experience  maintenano6  discrepancies  which  required  a 
maintenance  team  to  evaluate  and  correct  the  deficiency. 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Mai tenance  facilities  are  not  located  at  forward 
areas.  Time  was  lost  and  aircraft  flying  time  wasted  in  traneportifig 
maintenance  personnel  to  and  from-  the  forward  area.  Mission  support  was 
reduced  due  to  aircraft  awaiting  maintenance  repair.  Maintenance  teams 
consisting  of  a  helicopter  repairman  and  engine  repairman  were  placed  on 
station  in  forward  support  areas.  These  personnel  were  furnished  by  the 
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supporting  ass  axil  t  helicopter  company  and  reduced  tho  maintenance  down 
time  and  increase  nission  support.  However,  this  hoavily  taxied  aircraft 
uaintenance  efforts  at  the  rear  locations, which  are  operating  at  reduced 
strength  of  experienced  personnel. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION:  Modify  TOE  256-F  NON-DIVISION Al  AVIATION  BAT¬ 
TALION  to  authorize  two  maintenance  contact  teams  with  appropriate 
tools  which  could  bo  employed  at  forward  areas  thereby  relieving  the  overly 
committed  assault  helicopter  company  maintenance  capabilities. 

6.  Organisation 

(1)  OBSERVATION:  The  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  is  tasked  to  operate 
and  maintain  all  Camp  Holloway  Installation  /acilities.  Major  activities 
are,  post  defense,  base  development,  operation  of  special  services  facilities, 
post  exchange,  provision  of  utilities  (electical  power  and  water),  mainten¬ 
ance  and  repair  of  installation  facilities,  aJLrfiold  operations,  discipline, 
law  and  order  of  all  tenant  units  located  on  Camp  Holloway  • 

(2)  EVALUATION:  Functions  and  activities  described  above  are  supported 
and  managed  by  a  post  headquarter  section. Personnel  required  to  fill  pos¬ 
itions  in  post  headquarters  section  are  provided  from  organic  assets  thus 
increasing  the  battqlio^s  overall  personnel  shortages. 

(3)  RECOMMENDATION:  In  December  1967  a  modified  table  of  distribution 
and  allowance  (M-TDA)  was  submitted  and  returned  without  action.  Approval 
of  the  M-TDa  upon  resubnission  would  recognize  the  continuing  requirement 
arid  decrease  personnel  shortages. 

7.  Others  (NONE) 


f/t.  ■  d-d  S  ijpc,,' 

WILLIAM  C.  CHAMBERLAIN 


LTC,  Artillery 
Commanding 


4.  Incl 

1*  Organizational  Structure,  52d  Cbt  avu  Bn 

2.  Recapitulation  of  Flying  Hours  and  Availability 

3.  After  Action  Report,  Operation  Matthews  * 

4.  Map  of  Operational  Areas* 

*W/d  at  Hq,  DA,  not  published. 
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AVGD-SC  (10  Aug  68)  1st  Ini 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Rep  rt  of  52nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for 
Period  Ending  1  'uly  1968,  RC8  CSFC&-65  (Rl)  (U) 

DA,  Headquarters,  17th  Combat  Aviation  Group,  AFO  96240  25  August  1968 

TO:  Cnwmanriing  General,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350 

1.  (U)  Thia  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  baaie  letter  from  the  52nd 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion.  Format  does  not  follow  that  shown  in  TJSARV 
Regulation  525-15,  dated  13  April  1968,  which  specifies  two  paragraphs 
only.  Since  correction  would  require  redesignating  all  subparagraphs, 
such  correction  was  not  made.  Appropriate  pen  and  ink  corrections  of 
other  errors  have  been  inserted. 

2.  (C)  This  headquarters  submits  the  following  comments  and  recoim&e rela¬ 
tions. 


a.  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned. 

(1)  Reference  paragraph  2a,  Sling  Loading  Operations,  page  16:  Concur. 

(2)  Reference  paragraph  2b,  CH-54  Utilisation,  pages  16  and  17;'  Concur. 
Although  the  maximum  lift  capability  of  the  CH-54  aircraft  is  18,000  pounds, 
one  CH-54  transmission  was  destroyed  during  the  lifting  of  a  17,000  pound 
dozer  package.  Recommend  the  D-3  dozer  where  lifts  in  mountainous  and  con¬ 
fined  areas  are  required.  Recommend  early  morning  for  all  heavy  lifts. 

(3)  Reference  paragraph  2c,  >„  tsrim  Manual,  page  17:  Concur.  Recommend 
distribution  of  permanent  manual,  when  publi  shed,  to  combat  and  combat 
support  units. 

(4)  Reference  paragraph  2d,  ARC/LITB  Operations,  pages  17  and  18: 

Concur.  See  paragraph  2o(3),  below. 

(5)  Reference  paragraph  2s,  Warhead  2.75  Inch  Rocket,  page  18:  Concur. 
Recommend  delegation  of  employment  authority  to  aviation  battalion  commanders 
upon  distribution  of  an  improved  version  of  the  presently  unserviceable 
EDUkUA  warhead. 

(6)  Reference  paragraph  2f,  Artillery  Advisories,  page  18:  Concur. 
Control  agency  boundaries  could  coincide  with  division  areas  of  operation. 

(7)  Reference  paragraph  2g,  tJH-1  Aircraft  Augmentation,  pages  18 

and  19:  Concur.  In  the  2nd  indorsement  to  36Jnt  Aviation  Company  letter, 
dated  28  July  1968,  subject:  Request  for  Aircraft  Augmentation,  this 
headquarters  recommended  the  assignment  of  one  UH-XD/H  aircraft  to  the 
361st  Aviation  Company. 
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iVGD-SC  25  August  1968 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  52nd  Caaba t  Aviation  Battalion  far 
Period  Ending  31  July  1968,  RGS  CSFCR~65  (Hi)  (U) 

(8)  Reference  paragraph  2h,  AH-lG  Operations,  page  19s  Concur* 
Recommend  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  task  units  receiving 
AH-1G  aircraft  support* 

(9)  Reference  paragraph  21,  Loading  and  nninwri-twg  Operations 
Involving  C-124  Aircraft,  pages  19  and  20s  Concur* 

(10)  Reference  paragraph  2a  and  2c,  pages  16  and  17s  Recoxa&end 
higher  headquarters  consider  possible  change  to  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 
TCE  to  include  a  Rigger  Platoon,  uhloh  would  place  the  responsibility 
for  rigging  equipment  and  personnel  on  the  aviation  element* 

(11)  Reference  paragraph  5a,  Ammunition  for  AH-lG  Helicopters, 
page  20:  nonconcur •  The  unit  providing  armed  aircraft  is  responsible 
for  stocking,  maintaining,  and  loading  ammunition*  Sound  logistical 
preparation  for  all  operations  is  essential  for  mission  accomplishment* 

The  XM28  system  is  not  restricted  to  A-165  mlnigun  ammunition*  Experience 
has  shown  that  extra  care  is  necessary  to  insure  proper  link  alignment 

on  all  7*62  belts  for  loading,  including  A-165,  A-131,  Ar*127,  or  any 
other  7*62  configuration*  The  100  round  linked  belt  is  only  one  7*62 
configuration;  another  is  the  200  round  linked  belt*  Belt  length  should 
not  affect  the  rearming  time  for  AH-lG  aircraft,  provided  the  unit 
ammunition  section  is  properly  used*  The  fact  that  single  spot  weld 
40bm  ammunition  does  not  function  in  the  XM28  system  was  disseminated 
to  all  ABt-lG  units  in  the  34th  General  Support  Group  Newsletter,  dated 
June  1968,  and  in  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  Newsletter,  dated  July  1968* 

(12)  Reference  paragraph  5b,  Maintenance  Team  Augmentation,  pages 
20  and  21:  Nonconcur*  Assigned  direct  support  maintenance  detachments 
are  capable  of  preforming  required  maintenance  in  forward  areas*  Adequate 
planning  and  personnel  management  will  prevent  the  problem  outlined  in 
basic  letter*  Augmenting  the  TCE  of  all  nonniivlsional  aviation  batta¬ 
lions  with  sufficient  personnel  to  provide  maintenance  contact  teams  at 
all  potential  forward  sites  is  not  feasible*  The  currently  authorized 
four  technical  inspectors  in  the  direct  support  detachment  could  con¬ 
stitute  contact  teams  in  unusual  cases  when  aircraft  maintenance  can  not 
be  anticipated  and  aircraft  replaced  on  a  programmed  basis* 

(13)  Reference  paragraph  6,  Organization,  page  21s  Concur*  Unit 
should  resubmit  MTS  A* 

b«  Section  1,  Significant  Activities* 
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AVQD-30  25  August  1968 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  52nd  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  fur 
Pftrlod  Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  C8FCB^65  (Rl)  (U) 

(1)  Reference  paragraph  5a,  CLASS  I,  paga  10s  Etation  proparty 
mess  equipment  la  avalla&tla  la  depots*  TBA KV  haa  dlxaotad  laaua  of  thn 
equipment  only  to  units  at  designated  *ar ntoaaant"  treat*  Tha  majority 
of  our  units  ars  not  looateO  at  those  daalgnatad  areas*  This  headquarters 
has  dispatched  a  latter  to  1st  Aviation  Brigade  on  the  problem. 

(2)  Reference  paragraph  5b,  CLASS  II,  page  10s  Ilia  onrmnnt  la  the 
basio  latter  appears  to  r afar  to  DP  Itans,  and  net  MJj  Items  establlshsd 
by  demand*  Halts  must  submit  demand  requisitions  to  establish  the  PLL 
and  oonduot  oonstant  renew  to  Insure  the  requisitions  ace  filled  o*' 
else  submit  follow-up  requisitions*  Tbs  basis  KL  listed  im  malntenenoe 
manuals  Is  not  usually  valid  In  R7V*  Because  of  advert#  operating  con¬ 
ditions  sad  continuous  overflying  of  the  flying  hour  program,  the  basic 
PTJ.  Hist  be  expended  in  number  end  quantities  of  11ns  items  to  develop 

a  PLL  adequate  to  support  sustained  operations* 

a.  Xnelosure  3,  After  Action  Report,  Operation  Mathews* 

(1)  Reference  paragraph  5a,  ICLseiap  Wanning,  pages  6  and  7*  Concur* 
Ibis  headquarters  is  finalising  an  orientation  program  for  supported  ground 
ooMandars* 


(2)  Reference  peragraph  5b,  Establishing  Priorities,  page  7*  Concur* 

(3)  Reference  peragraph  5o,  B-52  Air  Strikes,  page  7»  Concur* 

(4)  Reference  paragraph  5d,  Police  of  Tending  Zones  and  load  Out 
Areas,  pages  7  and  8t  Concur* 

(5)  Reference  paragraph  5a,  Preparation  of  C3-47  loads,  page  8s 
Concur*  8ee  paragraph  2a(3),  above* 

TOR  THE  COHCUDERt 
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AVFA-GC-OT  (ID  Am  63)  2d  lad 

SUBJECTS  Operational  Report  of  5 2d  Coabet  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RC8  CSFCR-65  (Bl)  (U) 

BA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Feres  Vietnam,  APO  96350  1  2  SEP  1968 

TO  i  Cnmmrnrtlug  General,  let  Aviation  Brigade,  APO 

(C)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse- 
sent  sad  aakes  the  following  recn— endationa  or  comments. 

a*  Reference  paragraph  2d  section  2  page  17*  ARC/LXTB  Operations* 
Many  ARC  LIGHT  operations  are  developed  on  short  notice  and  oould  not  be 
published  in  NOTAIT  s  in  a  tiasly  maimer  that  would  insure  adequate  noti¬ 
fication.  This  headquarters  reoasaends  that  U3AF  aircraft  conducting  an 
ARC  LIGHT  operation  announce  the  danger  area  to  be  avoided  over  the  guard 
channel  (243.0). 

b.  Reference  paragraph  2b  section  2  page  19*  AH-1G  Operations.  Hon 
concur  with  recommendations  of  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  end  17th 
Conbat  Aviation  Group  as  to  the  use  of  troops  from  the  unit  supported  to 
assist  In  rearming  and  refueling  AH-IGi.  To  safely  assist  in  the  rearm¬ 
ing  of  the  AH-1G  aerial  weapons  ajrstems  personnel  should  be  trained.  The 
aviation  ccapaniee  have  trained  personnel  who  have  been  working  with  the 
various  weapons  systems  while  performing  the  job  as  door  gunner  on  the 
UH-1  B/Cs.  This  headquarters  recommends  that  the  door  gunners  be  retained 
by  units  receiving  AH-lGe  and  made  available  at  the  foward  supply  points 
to  safely  expedite  re  fueling/ rearmament  • 

c.  Reference  paragraph  5a  section  2  page  20.  Ammunition  for  AH-1G 
Helicopters.  Non  Concur  with  recommendation  of  the  5 2d  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  for  reasons  given  in  the  1st  Indorsement. 

d.  Reference  paragraph  5b  section  2  page  20  and  21.  Maintenance  Team 
Augmentation.  The  Operational  Report  -  Lessens  Learned  is  not  the  pro¬ 
per  document  to  request  additional  personnel  or  equipment.  Upon  receipt 
of  e  request  for  e  change  in  the  MICE  this  headquarters  will  evaluate 

the  request  end  make  its  recommendations. 

FOB  THE  GQtMANDERs 


Copy  furnished* 
17th  CAG 


ROBERT  C.  GABBARD 

I  IT;  A3C 

ASST  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 
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AVBAeC  (10  Aug  68)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECT j  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1968  RCS  CSPOR..65  (Rl)  (U) 

DA,  HEADQUARTERS  1ST  AVIATION  BRIGADE,  APO  96384  SEP  29  1968 

THRU :  Commanding  General ,  United  Staten  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN*  AVHGC-DST, 

APO  96375 

Commander-In-Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN*  GPGP-OT, 

APO  96558 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 

Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  this  report,  considers  it  to.  be 

adequate,  and  concurs  with  the  contents  as  indorsed  except  for  the  follqwing* 

a.  Section  2,  paragraph  2e,  page  18,  Nonconcur,  The  WUJ4  A/A  2,75 
inch  flechette  warhead  was  a  test  item  which,  after  testing,  was  declared 
unacceptable  for  tactical  use.  This  headquarters  instructed  17th  Combat 
Aviation  Group  to  turn  in  these  warheads  as  unserviceable.  It  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  these  warheads  be  removed  from  Class  V  supply  channels  by 

1st  Logistical  Command.  An  improved  flechette  warhead  is  being  introduced 
in  RVN  at  this  time  by  the  New  Equi pment  Training  Team,  Upon  acceptance 
of  the  warhead,  authority  to  use  it  \d.ll  be  delegated  to  aviation  bat¬ 
talion  level. 

b.  Section  2,  paragraph  2h,  page  19  and  paragraph  2a(8),  1st  Indorse¬ 
ment.  Nonconcur,  Paragraph  b,  2d  Indorsement.  Concur  except  for  re¬ 
taining  door  gunners.  The  standardized  MTOE  for  Aviation  Aerial  Weapons 
Companies,  which  is  currently  being  staffed  for  approval  at  DA,  will'  trade 
off  the  currently  authorized  door  grower  spaces  for  critically  needed 
aircraft  armament  mechanics  and  ammunition  handlers.  Supported  units 

do  not  have  personnel  qualified  to  service  and  arm  the  AH-1G.  The  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  AH-1G  armament  system  and  the  necessity  for  proper  ammuni¬ 
tion  handling  and  refueling  procedures  makes  it  essential  that  qualified 
personnel  per  om  aircraft  rearm  and  servicing  tasks.  It  is  unlikely  that 
supported  units  would  have  qualified  personnel  for  this  duty.  A  UH-1D 
helicopter  has  been  issued  to  the  Aviation  Company  (Escort)  assigned  to 
the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  and  could  be  used  to  transport  personnel 
from  their  unit  to  man  rearm/refuel  points  when  required. 

c.  Paragraph  2a(l0),  1st  Indorsement.  Nonconcur.  TM  55-450-11, 
Helicopter  External  Loads  Rigged  with  Air  Delivery  Equipment,  dated  21 
Juno  1968,  states  that  it  is  the  responsibility  of  the  transported  unit 
to  furnish  sling,  straps,  cord,  clevises,  padding,  tape,  etc,,  used  in 
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iVBA-C  (10  Aug  68)  3d  Ind  SEP  2  9  1968 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  5 2d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  21  July  1968  RCS  CL>F0lW>5  (KL)  (b) 

rigging  the  equipment  and  to  prepare,  rig,  and  hook  up  the  loads.  An 
assault  support  helicopter  company  normally  su<  ports  separate  units  at 
one  time  from  multiple  locations.  Having  rigger  personnel  organic  to  the 
combat  aviation  battalion  would  require  transporting  these  rigger  personnel 
to  each  separate  location  in  order  to  prepare  the  loads  for  the  transjorted 
uii.lt .  Tills  procedure  is  impractical  when  compared  to  the  present  system 
of  personnel  trained  in  rig -ing  assigned  to  the  transported  unit.  Technical 
assistance  on  the  preparation  of  external  sling  loads  i s  provided  by  the 
avia uion  unit  when  required. 

2.  (C)  The  following  additional  comments  are  considered  j-ertinant: 

a.  Section  1,  para-rai-h  5a,  page  10  and  paragraph  2b(i),  1st  Indorse¬ 
ment.  'This  hesci quarter.-  forwarded  to  Heudquarters  USAK V  ATT!.:  AVu.»D  a 
letter  request,  subject:  Restricted  Issue  of  Cantonment  I. ess  Equipment  and 
Personnel  .quarters  Turniture,  dated  23  August  1968.  This  letter  requested 
the  Tleiku  area  be  added  to  the  current  list  of  cantonment  areas  authorised 
to  be  issued  mess  equipment. 

b. ,  Section  2,  paragraph  2d,  page  17.  Action  has  been  taken  by  USARV 
Aviation  Officer  with  appropriate  USAF  agencies  to  improve  AhC/Lite  warnings 
to  aircraft  operating  at  low  levels  in  remote  areas.  An  airborne  radio 
relay  of  such  warnings  is  being  studied  at  this  time. 

c»  Section  2,  paragraph  2f,  page  IS  and  paragraph  2a(6),  1st  Indorse¬ 
ment.  Artillery  advisory  frequencies  for  the  III  Corps  Tactical  Zone  are 
unclassified  and  published  in  a  monthly  frequency  sheet  by  the  58th  Aviation 
Group  (FEl-l)  (Prov),  The  artillery  frequencies  in  the  I,  II  and  IV  Corps 
Tactical  Zones  are  classified  and  therefore  are  not  published  in  this 
manner  but  rather  are  found  in  respective  SOls.  This  headquarters  will, 
request  that  USAIW  consider  action  which  will  provide  unclassified  artillery 
advisory  frequencies.  Action  could  then  be  taken  by  this  headquarters  to 
have  artillery  advisory  frequencies  published  in  BOD  Flight  Information 
Publication  (FLU).  Artillery  advisories  can  presently  be  obtained  by 
pilots  en  route  from  the  Army  Slight  Following  stations  and  Ida'  Force  Radar 
Control  .Agencies  spotted  throughout  RVR. 

d.  Section  2?  paragraph  2g,  page  18,  and  paragraph  2a(7),  1st  Indorse¬ 
ment.  The  Aviation  Company  (Escort)  assigned  to  the  52d  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion  was  issued  a  UH-1D  helicopter  on  12  September  1968.  The  unit  was 
directed  to  submit  t,TCE  action  to  authorize  this  additional  aircraft. 
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AVBJUC  (10  Aug  68)  3d  Ind  5£P  2  9  i960 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  Period 
Ending  31  July  1968  RCS  CSPOft-65  (R1)  (U) 

e.  Section  2,  paragraph  6,  page  21  and  paragraph  2a(13),  1st  Indorse¬ 
ment.  Base  camp  TDAs  are  not  planned  for  installations  other  than  divi¬ 
sional  or  separate  brigade.  The  current  personnel  space  limitations  within 
USARV  precludes  the  possibility  of  additional  personnel  being  authorized. 
Approval  of  the  MTDA  cannot  be  granted. 


BOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


f 


J.  0.  SEGAL 
CPT,  AGC 


Assistant  Adjutant  General 
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AVHGC-DST  (10  Aug  68)  4th  Ind  (C)  MAJ  Klingman/ds/LBN  4433 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R-l)  (U) 

HEADQUARTERS,  UNITED  STATES  ARMY,  VIETNAM,  APO  San  Francisco  96375  2  7  OCT 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific,  ATTIJ:  GPOP-DT,  APO 

96558 

1.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons 
Learned  for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  July  1968  from  Headquarters, 

52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion, 

2.  (C)  Comments  follow: 

a.  Reference  item  concerning  interim  manual,  page  17,  paragraph  2c; 
and  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2a  (3 ) .  TM  55-450-11,  Helicopter  External 
Load,  Rigged  with  Air  Delivery  Equipment,  has  been  distributed  to  all 
major  subordinate  commands  in  sufficient  copies  for  redistribution  to  all 
subordinate  units . 

b.  Reference  item  concerning  ARCLITC  operations,  page  17,  paragraph 
2d;  1st  Indorsement,  paragraph  2a(4);  2d  Indorsement,  paragraph  a;  and  3d 
Indorsement,  paragraph  2b:  Concur  with  the  3d  Indorsement. 

c.  Reference  item  concerning  warhead,  2.75  inch  rocket  (flechette, 

WD  4A/A),  page  18,  paragraph  2e;  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  la:  Concur 
with  the  3d  Indorsement. 

d.  Reference  item  concerning  AH-1G  operations,  page  19,  paragraph  2h; 
and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  lb:  Concur  with  the  3d  Indorsement. 

e.  Reference  item  concerning  artillery  advisories,  page  18,  paragraph 
2f,  and  3d  Indorsement,  paragraph  2c:  Concur.  Effective  1  October  1968 
the  artillery  warning  frequencies  and  call  signs  in  the  I  and  II  CTZ  were 
being  published  by  the  58th  Aviation  Group  (Prov) .  This  headquarters  is 
presently  studying  the  feasibility  of  including  the  stations  in  the  IV  CTZ 
in  this  publication.  These  frequencies,  call  signs,  and  locations  are 
presently  available  over  the  air  from  the  IV  CTZ  flight  following  stations. 

f.  Reference  item  concerning  mess  equipment,  page  10,  paragraph  5a;  and 
paragraph  2a,  3d  Indorsement:  Nonconcur.  In  order  to  be  issued  station 
property  mess  equipment  in  RVN,  the  locations  must  be  major  bases,  have 
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AVHGO-DST  (10  Aug  68)  4th  Ind  (0) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  for  period 
Ending  31  July  1966,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (R-l)  (U) 

adequate  power  resources  to  operate  the  equipment,  and  have  adequate 
facilities  available  in  which  to  install  the  equipment.  Recent  consideration 
has  been  given  to  authorizing  the  Pleiku  area  station  property  mess 
equipment  but  the  location  does  not  satisfy  the  present  criteria. 

FOR  TRE  COWMAN  JER: 


Cy  furn: 

HQ  1st  Avn  Bde 
HQ  5 2d  CAB 
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GPOP-DT  (10  Aug  68)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  HQ,  52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn  for  Period  Ending 
31  July  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  5 DEC  ?2G3 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 

QaAS/h&S' 

L.  shoktt 


'TOT 


SUBJECT i  Organizational  Structure,  5 2d  Cbt  Avn  Bn  (U) 

UNIT 

52d  Cbt  Avn  Bn  -  "FLYING  DRaGONS" 

Headquarters  &  Headquarter  Detaohment 

52d  Security  Platoon 

Pathfinder  Detachnent 

344th-  AOD 

755thi  Medical  •Betachn&nt 

94th  Medical  .Detachment 

68th.  Radar  Detachment 

LTC  William  C  Chamberlain 
OPT  Charles  R  Rayl 

1LT  Daniel  A  Berry 

1LT  Joseph  C  Parsons  III 
MAJ  .‘Coon  D  Jackson 

CPT  James  H  Peterson 

OPT  Fred  G  Margolin 

No  Commander  Authorized 

37th  Aslt  Hel  Co  -  "GLADIATORS" 

"COUGaRS" 

615th  Transportation  Detachment 

822nd  Signal  Detachment 

MAJ  William  D  Goss 

CPT  Hubert  G  Smith 

CW2  Harvey  Baker  Jr* 

119th  Aslt  Hel  Co  -  "ALLIGATORS" 

"CROCS" 

545th  Transportation  Detachment 

70th  Signal  Detachment 

MAJ  Warren  R  Porter 

MAJ  Hugh  H  Rhodes 

GW2  Floyd  V  Garrison 

170th  aslt  Hel  Co  ~  "BIKINIS"- 

"BUCCANEERS" 

405th  Transportation  Detachment 

448th  Signal  Detachnent 

MAJ  Carl  R  Jones 

MAJ  Edward  D  King 

W01  Harold  B  Munday 

189th  aslt  Hoi  Co  -  "GHOSTKIDERS" 

"AVENGERS" 

604th  Transportation  Detachment 

6th  .Signal  Detachment 

MAJ  William  W  Fraker 

CPT  Robert  R  Stratiff 

1LT  Larry  T  Beck 

179th  Aslt  Spt  Hel  Co  -  "SHRImPBGaTS" 

402nd  Transportation  Detachment 

MAJ  Robert  F  Wethorbie 

MAJ  Billy  W  Cocks 

355th  aslt  Spt  Hel  Heavy  -  "WORKHORSE" 

662nd  Transportation  Detachment 

MAJ  Glen  E  Morgan 

MAJ  William  H  Hinds 

361st  Avn  Co  (ESCORT)  -  "PINKPANTHERS" 

665th  Transportation  Detachment 

621st  Signal  Dotachi.ient 

MAJ  Larry  B  Aicken 

CPT  George  Michel 

No  Commander  Authorized 

k 

I  SUBJECT*  Recapitulation  of  Flying  Hour 3  (U):  Average  nuaber  of  aircraft 

I  is  based  on  thoeo  actually  on-hond  with  the  following  provisions* 

|  Aircraft  destroyed  are  dropped  frou  accountability  the  day  following 

I  destruction.  Replacouont  aircraft  arc  picked  up  on  accountability 

|  on  th®  first  day  that  they  becoae' "uission  ready1'  or  within  72  hours 

|  following  receipt,  whichever  occurs  first. 


PERCENT 


V 

t 

1 

UNIT 

• 

MONTH 

aVG.  NO. 
UH-IC(A) 

ON  HAND 

HOURS 

FLOWN 

AVG.  HOURS 

uh-ic(a) 

AVAIL- 

ABILITY 

DA 

PROGRAM 

"C" 

i 

57TH 

MAY 

7.3 

540 

74.0 

18.0 

12856 

i 

* 

JUN 

6.3 

433 

68.7 

75.5 

128% 

1 

. . JUL 

7.3 _ 

-560 _ 

76.7 

88.7 

153* 

i 

? 

119TH 

MAY 

7.4 

454 

61.4 

56.7 

105* 

JUN 

7.0 

425 

60.7 

66.1 

105* 

JUL 

. 6.4 _ 

546 

80.8 

77.0 

139*  __ 

\ 

170TR 

MAY 

7.3 

652 

89.7 

77.0 

155* 

1 

JUN 

6.5 

493 

75.9 

75.0 

131* 

l 

JUL 

6.6 

588 

_ .80*9  _ 

77.1 

138* 

4 

189TH 

MAY 

5.7 

374 

65.1 

82.9 

116* 

l 

JUN 

7.0 

586 

83.7 

65.7 

144* 

i 

....  ...JUL  .. 

.  6.8 _ _ 

.598 

_ 80.8 

79.0 

140* 

361ST 

MAY 

12.0 

598 

49.8 

85.0 

85* 

JUN 

12.0 

710 

59.2 

72.0 

102* 

. . JUL . . 

11.4 

670 

58.1 

58.7 

100* 

s 

52HD 

May 

46.5 

3036 

65.3 

75.8 

113* 

1 

(OVcH 

JUN 

38.8 

2647 

68.2 

74.3 

117* 

f 

ALL) 

JUL 

38c  5 . 

2962 

74.1 

76.1 

128* 

UH-1H 

57TH 

MaY 

18.6 

2393 

128.1 

77.9 

173* 

j? 

JUN 

19.4 

2426 

125.0 

77.3 

170* 

I 

JUL 

21.0 

1788 

85.1 

82,5 

107* 

1 

119TH 

may 

19.3 

1821 

94.4 

63.4 

127* 

JUN 

19.2 

1957 

101.9 

63.7 

137* 

fc 

1 

JUL 

20.7 

1993 . 

90.6 

73.7 

.  126* 

1 

S', 

170TH 

Mol 

18.0 

1780 

98.1 

79.9 

132* 

JUN 

18.3 

1835 

100.0 

8&.4 

135* 

g; 

£ 

JUL 

19.8 

1910 

90,6  . 

82.1 

127* 

189TH 

MaY 

18.6 

1875 

100.3 

74*1 

135* 

I. 

JUN 

18,9 

1505 

79.0 

7fl.0 

108* 

| 

JUL 

20.0 

11.61 

58.0 

_  79* 

1 

52ND 

May 

92.4 

9655 

104.5 

73.1 

141* 

1 

JUN 

75.8 

7723 

101.3 

74.4 

137* 

! 

JUL 

81.5 

6852 

..  .SltS _ 

80.3 

109* 

|  *  Percent  Da.  Progran  on  flying  hours  is  bases  on  the  following  flying  Hour 

Prograu  per  aircraft:  UH**1C(A)  58  Hours,  UH-1H  74  Hours. 
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SUBJECT)  Recapitulation  of  Flying  Hours  (U)i  Continued 


PERCENT* 


UNIT 

MONTH 

AVG»  NO* 

ACFT  ON 

HAND 

HOURS 

FLOWN 

AVG.  HOURS  AVAIL- 

PER  ACFT  ABILITY 

DA 

PROGRAM 

361ST  I 

JUL 

4.5 

~~w 

13.7,.. 

,10.9 

19% 

179TH 

MAY 

15.1 

1140 

75.0 

51.0 

1 26% 

JUN 

14*3 

913 

63k8 

42.0 

106% 

JUL 

16.0 

94^, 

42a0  - 

...  .  98* 

355TH 

MAY 

4ol 

112 

27,3 

65.2 

91% 

JUN 

6.0 

159 

26.5 

62.0 

61% 

JUL 

7.6 

207 

27*2 

,77.6 

. . 68*  . 

TYPE 

HOURS  FLOWN 

ACFT 

MAY  JUN  .  .JUL 

MAY-JB] 

*  JUL 

HHD 

UH-1D 

60  27  28 

10056  N/A  51.7 

HHD 

U-6A 

58  10  29 

_ 77*456  29*?&B*3j6 _ 

Recapitulation  Availability,  Mission  Ready,  EDP  and  EDM 

_ percentage  taken  fron  DA  Form  W*  mari  nally  lirwaft  Status. _ _ 

DH-1C 

. . . STD 

MAY., 

JUN 

JUL. . . 

AVAILABILITY 

80 

76TT 

74.3 

83.0 

MISSION  READY 

75 

61*0 

6I.4 

67.3 

EDM 

17 

13.2 

15.9 

13.9 

EDP 

8 

lotf 

9.8 

3.1 _ 

UH-1H 

STD.  . 

MAY 

JUN 

..JUL  _  . . 

AVAILABILITY 

80 

74.1 

74.2 

80.8 

MISSION  READY 

78 

62*6 

64.3 

70,1 

EDM 

17 

18*5 

18.9 

14.0 

EBP  . 

. . 5 ....... 

7)4 

6.9  , 

5.2 

'AHprlG 

STD 

m 

JUN 

JUL 

AVAILABILITY 

70 

0 

0 

10.0 

MISSION  READY 

UNX 

6 

0 

11.3 

EDM 

UNK 

0 

0 

81.3 

EDP 

.UNK 

0 

0 

9.0  . . 

CH-47 

STD 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL 

AVAILABILITY 

65 

51.0 

42.0 

52.0 

MISSION  READY 

50 

40.7 

39.5 

40.8 

EDM 

23 

33.0 

13.0 

36,0 

EDP .  . 

.  .12 _ 

16.9 

45.0  ._ 

12.0 

CH-54 

STD 

MAY 

JUN 

JUL _ 

AVAILABILITY 

67 

62.5 

62.0 

77.6 

MISSION  BEADY 

30 

42.9 

33.3 

50.3 

EDM 

23 

10.2 

6,0 

7.3 

m _ 

10 

87.3. 

JBjSL- 

J&A _ 

*  Percent  of  DA  Progran  is  based  on  a  DA  Flying  Hour  Progran  per  air¬ 
craft  as  follows)  AH-1G  70  Hours,  CH-47  60  Hours,  CH-54  40  Hours* 
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DOCUMENT  CONTROL  DATA  -UD 
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Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Hq,  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion,  Period 
Ending  31  July  1968  (U) 

4.  DESCRIPTIVE  NOTH  ( J>p*  •(  tfri  tmd  ImImIh  4b«*i;  ”””” 

Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterinsurgency  operations.  1  Mav  -  31  July  1968. 
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The  following  items  are  recommended  for  inclusion  in  the  Lessons  Learned 
Index ; 
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